
 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

P.O. Box 541025 

Merritt Island, FL 32954-1025 

Website: www.stlukesmi.org 

Located at 5555 N. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island 

Still Falls the Rain 1-2 

Senior Warden Message 3 

Easter Week Schedule 4 

Lighthouse 5 

April Calendar 6 

Inside this issue: 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The deadline for  
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romekeda@earthlink.net 

Poet Edith Sitwell, living in 

England during the Blitz of 

World War II, compares the 

Nazi bombing of London to 

the Crucifixion. As befits 

the historical context, this is 

a bleak poem about the 

sinfulness of humanity. 

Each year since Christ’s 

birth become another nail 

that humanity has driven 

into his body on the cross 

(“nineteen hundred and forty nails”), and the poem alludes to famous betrayers, 

murderers, and sinners from the Bible and literature. But there is a turn in the final 

stanza, as Jesus continues to shed his blood willingly for sinful humanity. 

(Composer Benjamin Britten wrote a musical setting for this poem in 1955. 

 

Still Falls the Rain  

DAME EDITH SITWELL (The Raids, 1940. Night and Dawn) 

 

Still falls the Rain 

 – Dark as the world of man, black as our loss –  

Blind as the nineteen hundred and forty nails  

Upon the Cross. 

 
Still falls the Rain  

With a sound like the pulse of the heart that is changed to the hammer-beat 

In the Potters’ Field,1 and the sound of the impious feet 

On the Tomb: 

             Still falls the Rain  

In the Field of Blood2 where the small hopes breed and the human brain 

Nurtures its greed, that worm with the brow of Cain.3 

 
Still falls the Rain 

At the feet of the Starved Man hung upon the Cross. 

Christ that each day, each night, nails there, have mercy on us –  
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Still Falls the Rain - Continued 

On Dives and on Lazarus:4  

Under the Rain the sore and the gold are as one.  

 
Still falls the Rain –  

Still falls the Blood from the Starved Man’s wounded Side 

He bears in his Heart all wounds, – those of the light that died,  

The last faint spark 

 

In the self-murdered heart, the wounds of the sad uncomprehending dark, 

The wounds of the baited bear, – 

The blind and weeping bear whom the keepers beat  

On his helpless flesh … the tears of the hunted hare. 

 

Still falls the Rain –  

Then – O Ile leape up to my God: who pulles me doune –5 

See, see where Christ’s blood streames in the firmament: 

It flows from the Brow we nailed upon the tree  

Deep to the dying, to the thirsting heart  

That holds the fires of the world, – dark-smirched with pain 

As Caesar’s laurel crown.  

 
Then sounds the voice of One who like the heart of man 

Was once a child who among beasts has lain –  

“Still do I love, still shed my innocent light, my Blood, for thee.”  

 
1942 
 

1 “Potter’s Field” – a burial ground for poor and unknown people. From Matthew, in which Judas’s thirty pieces of silver for 

betraying Jesus are used to buy a potter’s field for burying foreigners (Matthew 27:7-8).  

2 “Field of Blood” – the name given to the potter’s field in Matthew 27:7-8, because it is bought with Judas’s “blood money.” 

 3 “Cain” – the Bible’s first murderer, who kills his brother Abel (Genesis 4). 

 4 “Dives and Lazarus” – the rich man and the poor man in Jesus’s parable about judgment and the afterlife. Dives (Latin for “rich 

man”) ignores the suffering of Lazarus, a beggar at his gate; when both men die, Lazarus ascends to heaven while Dives is sent to 

hell (Luke 16:19-31). In the poem’s next line, “the sore” refers to Lazarus, who was afflicted with terrible sores while on earth, and 

“the gold” refers to Dives. 

5 This line and the next are a quotation from Christopher Marlowe’s The Tragical History of Dr. Faustus (first performed in 1594), 

a play in which a man sells his soul to Mephistopheles, the devil, in exchange for knowledge and power. Unlike other versions of this 
same tale, Marlowe’s Faust is unable to redeem his soul after regretting his choice and apparently is condemned to hell. The two 

lines that Sitwell quotes here are from the play’s final act, in which Faust calls on the redeeming power of Christ’s blood but also 
recognizes that he has put himself outside that redemption through his pact with Mephistopheles. 



From the Senior Warden 

Dear St. Luke’s Parishioners, 

Many thanks to our Junior Warden, Renny , who has spent countless hours meeting with contractors 
to get estimates for the Chapel repairs and restoration. Finally his hard work is paying off and we 
have two contractors finalizing their bids. Once the contractor decision is made and materials 
chosen, the repair work can start. We don’t have all the necessary funds yet but the insurance money 
alone will allow us to begin the much needed repairs. Plus, since kicking off our fundraising 
campaign at Pioneer Day, donations have been coming in at a steady rate. Thanks to all who have 
helped with our email and letter campaign and those that distributed our flyer to their friends and 

family. We are very fortunate to have so many generous people care about the restoration of our Chapel. We have a long 
way to go, but we are well on our way! 

You may have noticed a sticker on your offering envelopes that says ”St. Luke’s supports the Central Brevard Sharing 
Center.” This is a reminder for you that in addition to your offering to St. Luke’s you might consider bringing can goods or 
other staples for the Sharing Center bin in the Narthex. Many take advantage of BOGO offers at grocery stores and donate 
one or both of the BOGO items.    

This April is a very important month in the church’s calendar. On Sunday, April 2 we will hold our annual Seder Dinner. 
During the dinner and Eucharist, you will be reminded of the meaning of the Passover meal and learn more about the 
symbolism of the food and drink of the meal. If you haven’t attended the Seder Dinner before, I encourage you to try it 
this year; it is a unique opportunity to share in the Lord’s Supper. April 9 is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week 
when we remember the last days of Jesus’ life. The central theme of Holy Week is the cross, as Fr. Peter has reminded us 
every Wednesday during Lent with the Stations of the Cross. The following Sunday is our most important holiday – Easter! 
We will celebrate The Easter Vigil and Communion of the Resurrection at 6am and Parish Communion at 10:30am. Please 
consider joining us for any or all of these special services. 

Faithfully yours, Marcia  
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Holy Week and Easter at St. Luke’s 

 

Palm Sunday • April 9th 
8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Day and Passion Narrative 

10:30 a.m. Procession and Family Service 

 

 

Monday in Holy Week • April 10th 
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

7:00 p.m. Holy Communion 

 

 

Tuesday in Holy Week • April 11th 
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

7:00 p.m. Holy Communion 

 

 

Wednesday in Holy Week • April 12th 
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

7:00 p.m. Holy Communion 

 

 

Maundy Thursday • April 13th 
7:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Day 

 

 

Good Friday • April 14th 
Noon Liturgy of the Day 

7:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Day 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter • April 16th 
6:00 a.m. Vigil and Celebration of  the Resurrection 

10:30 a.m. Parish Communion 
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Eagle Scout Project Provides  
A Walking Tour for Lighthouse Visitors 

 
A visit to the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse is truly a visit through the past. 
From the unique first floor door to the 151’ spiral staircase, you learn 
what life must have been like for the Lighthouse Keepers.  Now, while 
waiting to climb the historic staircase, you can take a “walking tour” 
outside the lighthouse and journey back in time to see pictures of the 
homes the lighthouse keepers lived in while keeping the Fresnel light 
shining. 
 
On July 20, 2016, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church’s 
Boy Scout Troop 701 Scout Master Tom was 
contacted and asked if he had a scout who was 
interested in doing a project for the Cape 
Canaveral Lighthouse.   Thankfully for the Cape 
Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation, Eagle Scout 
candidate, Mason , showed an interest.  He visited 

the lighthouse, discussed his project with Dr. Sonny Witt, developed a proposal and 
presented it to the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation Board.  The Board was so 
impressed with Mason’s kiosk design they agreed to support and fund his project at their 
meeting on September 21.   
 
Mason’s project was to provide a “walking tour” for the lighthouse visitors who were 
awaiting access to the lighthouse.  The space inside the lighthouse is limited so while the 
visitors are awaiting their turn to climb the historic staircase, they needed to learn the history 
of the Lighthouse Keepers.  He planned to build three kiosks each with a picture of the 
original Cottage that was at that location and an artist rendering of the proposed Cottage that 
will be re-built.  Each kiosk also includes a poster telling the story of the lighthouse and the 
weekly lighthouse tours.   
 
The project was approved on October 3 by the Boy Scout advisers.  Mason designed and constructed three kiosks 
showcasing the pictures of the Keepers’ Cottages and the history of the lighthouse.  The scouts assisted with the 
placement of the kiosks on the lighthouse grounds on March 5.   
 
Thanks for the direction and support of Dave (placement of the kiosks); Mike (kiosk framing); Conny and Jeff 
(Mason’s parents); Dr. Sonny Witt (liaison with U.S. Air Force, 45th Space Wing, Director of Operations); Cape 
Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation; and Ginny and Charles, Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation members, 
who assisted Mason in accomplishing his Eagle Scout Project. 



Page 6  The Evangel  St.  Luke ’s Episcopa l  Church  
 

April Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

BDG: Bible Discussion Group     PCE: Parish Choral Eucharist 

CFP: Christian Formation Program     HS: Healing Service 

HE: Holy Eucharist and Sermon         MP/EP: Morning/Evening Prayer 

N: Nursery  AW:  Administration Wing 

CHAP: Chapel   EB:  Educational Building 

CH:  Church  

 

  

 

 
     1Fredrick 

Denison Maurice, 

Priest 1872 

8:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

2 Lent V (P) 
  8:00am HE  Rite II (D) 

  9:15am CFP 

10:30am PCE  Rite I (I) 

6:00pm Seder Dinner 

3 Richard of 

Chichester, 1253 

6:30pm Cub 

Committee 

7:00pm NMIHOA 

4 Martin Luther 

King, prophet 

1968 

 

6:30pm BSA 

 

5  Vincent Ferrer, priest 

1419 

10:00am Prayer Group 

10:30am Holy Communion 
6:30pm Cub Den Meeting 

           Stations of the Cross  

7:00pm Holy Communion 

7:30pm Choir 

6 William Tyndale 

(Priest) 1536 

 

7 

 
6:00pm GSA 

8 
9:00am Palm 

Cross making 

9 Palm Sunday(R) 
8:00am Liturgy of the Day 

10:30am Procession and Family 

Service  

10 Holy Week 

6:30pm Stations 

of the Cross 

7:00pm Holy 

Communion 

11 Holy Week 

6:30pm Stations 

of the Cross 

7:00pm Holy 

Communion 

12 Holy Week 

10:30am Holy Communion 
6:30pm Cub Den Meeting 

           Stations of the Cross  

7:00pm Holy Communion 

7:30pm Choir 

13  Maundy 

Thursday  
 

 

7:00pm Liturgy of 

the Day 

14.Good Friday 

 

Noon Liturgy of 

the Day 

7:00pm Liturgy of 

the Day 

15  

 
9:00am Church 

Preparation 

 16 Easter (W) 
  6:00am Easter Vigil 

  10:30am PCE  Rite II (A) 

17 Easter Week 

6:30pm Scout 

Pack Meeting 

18 Easter Week 

6:30pm BSA 

7:00pm Holy 

Communion 

7:30pm Vestry 

19 Easter Week 

10:30am Holy Communion 
6:30pm Cub Den Meeting 

7:00pm Holy Communion 

7:30pm Choir 

 

20 Easter Week 
 

21 Easter Week 

 

22 Easter Week 
 

23 Easter II (W) 
  8:00am HE  Rite I (II) 

  9:15am CFP 

10:30am PCE Rite II (A)  

24 Mellitus 624 

5:45pm Cub Den 

Meetings 

 

25  Mark 

6:30pm  BSA  

7:00pm HC 

 

26  
10:30am Holy Communion 
7:00pm Holy Communion 

7:30pm Choir 

27  28  
6:00pm GSA 

 29  

30 Easter III (W) 
  8:00am HE  Rite I (II) 

  9:15am CFP 

10:30am PCE Rite II (A) 

      

 

 



St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 541025 
Merritt Island, FL 32954-1025 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays: 
Holy Eucharist                   8:00 a.m. 
Christian Formation Program           9:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist (Nursery)             10:30 a.m. 
 
Wednesdays: 
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service   10:30 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service    7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal                           7:30 p.m. 
 
(On Sundays beginning at 10:15 a.m. nursery for 
children under six years old is provided in the 
last room of Perrine Hall by parish volunteers) 

In the 1870’s the LaRoche, Porcher, and Sams families 
settled in Courtenay, named after a mayor of 
Charleston. Episcopalians from the Charleston/John’s 
Island Area of South Carolina met in homes for 
worship. In 1886, the diocese of Florida established 
St. Luke’s Mission and in 1888, the first church 
building was constructed on land given by Mr. Edward 
Porcher, with funds provided by Mrs. Lucy A. 
Boardman of Connecticut. This building remained the 
church building until a new one was dedicated on 
January 25, 1978, and the old building was designated 
the chapel. St. Luke’s congregation uses the new 
building for most worship services and the chapel for 
small weddings and funerals.  

St. Luke’s Parish offers a full program of worship and 
Christian Education on Sunday mornings. We also 
have a mid-week program of Eucharist and Healing 
Service Study. In addition, dedicated adult leaders 
staff our Youth Group for grades 6th-12th. 

St. Luke’s Parish was one of the founders of the 
Central Brevard Sharing Center, which seeks to meet 
the needs of those people who cannot find help 
through regular service agencies. Since 1886, St. 
Luke’s Church has sought to offer the love and 
worship of God through Jesus Christ by serving their 
neighbors and strives to make a positive contribution 
to the spiritual growth of Merritt Island and Central 
Brevard County. 


